Gastrointestinal, pancreatic, and hepatic cancer during pregnancy.
Pregnancy affects the clinical presentation, evaluation, treatment, and prognosis of patients with gastrointestinal cancer. Pregnant patients may present with advanced gastrointestinal cancer as a result of delayed diagnosis, in part because of difficulty differentiating signs and symptoms of cancer from signs and symptoms of normal pregnancy. The approach to cancer surgery and chemotherapy must be modified in pregnant patients to minimize fetal and maternal risks. Because of these factors, women who develop gastrointestinal cancers during pregnancy seem to have a poor prognosis. This article focuses on cancers of the colon, stomach, pancreas, and liver that occur during pregnancy.